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2. Chile as a case study  
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3. Homogeneity versus heterogeneity in the news agenda and their evolution over 
time 
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4. Plurality of the media agenda   
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5. Method 
5.1. Sample  
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Table 1. Distribution of the units of analysis per newspaper and year   

 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

La Tercera 721 569 443 656 714 620 

Las Últimas Noticias 561 790 569 208 347 369 

5.2. Measures 

5.3. Data collection and coding  

6. Results 
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Table 2. Evolution of the thematic agenda in the popular press 

NEWS TOPICS  

(×2 = 477.348; p≤ .000) 

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Politics, Government and State 33.7(+) 39.7(+) 29 20.7(−) 22.5(−) 11.9(−) 

Police, Crime and courts 17.8 19.9 18.5 23.6 17.6 17.9 

Defense and national security 2.8 (+) 1.6 0.9 0 0.6 0.5 

Economy and business 9.6 (−) 15.6(+) 13.9 16.3 8.1 (−) 16.3(+) 

Education 2.2 2.1 3.2 1 1.7 8.1(+) 

Energy, environment and climate change 1.9 1.9 3.2 1.4 2.6 6.8(+) 

Transportation .8 (−) .9 (−) 4.6(+) 1 .9 (−) 5.7(+) 

Housing, infrastructure and public works 1.7 1.1 (−) 4.4(+) 1 2.3 1.9 

Accidents and natural disasters 4.3(−) 3.7 (−) 5.4 8.7 8.6 13.0(+) 

Health 1.7(−) 3.2 4.6(+) 1.4 3.2 3.8 

Religion  1.5 1.4 0.9 1.4 0.6 0.5 

Human Rights 5.5(+) .9 (−) 2.6 1.9 1.2 .5(−) 

Demonstrations and riots 4.9(+) 2.1 3.5 2.4 3.2 1.4(−) 

Miscellaneous 11.7 6.0 (−) 5.4(−) 19.2(+) 27.1(+) 11.7 

* The table reports percentages and, in brackets, the sign of the adjusted standardized residuals for the 

statistically significant values 

Table 3. Evolution of the thematic agenda in the elite press 

NEWS TOPICS  

(×2 = 345.425; p≤ .000) 

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Politics, government and State 37.6(+) 34.2 32.5 31.7 30.5 34.7 

Police, crime and courts 19.8 16.3 21.4(+) 22.7(+) 13.3(−) 15.6 

Defense and national security 2.7(+) 1.6 2.5 .9 .8 1.5 

Economy and business 9.4(−) 10.1(−) 20.5 25.8(+) 23.9(+) 18.2 

Education 3.9 2.5 1.4(−) 1.4(−) 4.3(+) 3.4 

Energy, environment and climate change 1.6 2.8 1.8 3.0 2.8 3.7 

Transportation 1.4 .5 2.9(+) .8 .7 2.3(+) 

Housing, infrastructure and public works 1.4 2.9 2.0 1.5 3.8(+) 2.6 

Accidents and natural disasters 2.7 3.7 4.1 4.3 5.7(+) 3.4 

Health 1.4(−) 4.9(+) 2.0 2.3 2.2 4.8(+) 

Religion  2.5(+) 1.6 .7 1.1 1.1 1.9 

Human Rights 4.5(+) 2.3 .5(−) 1.4 2.2 1.6 

Demonstrations and riots 2.5 3.0 3.8(+) 1.1(−) 2.0 1.9 

Miscellaneous 8.6 13.4(+) 3.8(−) 2.1(−) 6.4 4.4(−) 
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* The table reports percentages and, in brackets, the sign of the adjusted standardized residuals for the 

statistically significant values 
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Figure 1. Levels of homogeneity of the thematic agenda in the Chilean press between 1990 
and 2015 
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Figure 2. Evolution of the Simpson diversity index in the Chilean press   

7. Conclusion 

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

Popular Press 0,82 0,77 0,84 0,82 0,82 0,88

Elite Press 0,79 0,82 0,79 0,77 0,81 0,81

Total 0,81 0,8 0,82 0,8 0,82 0,85
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Appendix 1. Operational definitions of the variables 
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