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The hand is an anatomical region whose cutaneous 
pathology frequently requieres surgical treatment. Der- 

matologists, as cutaneous surgeons, should be able to 
undertake this treatment. This review outlines the ne- 
cessary knowledge of superficial anatomy, pathology 
and basis anaesthetic techniques which the cutaneous 
surgeons should possess. The main surgical techni- 
ques are described. (J. Dermatol Treat (1996) 7:37-44. 
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The international study of asthma and allergy in 
childhood was designed for the epidemiological in- 
vestigation of asthma, by means of a standardized 
methodology. It was started in 1989, as a conse- 
quence of very different results obtained in previous 
epidemiological studies, of which none could be con- 
sidered as definitive. First, a standardized survey 
was performed, in order to determine the prevalence 
of asthma in the United Kingdom, New Zealand and 
Australia, and subsequently several countries joined 
them, Spain being one of them. The first objective 
was to discover the prevalence and severity of bron- 
chial asthma in children who lived in different coun- 
tries, and to compare the results. Also, it was inten- 
ded to obtain baseline measurements, in order to 
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assess future trends in asthma prevalence and seve- 
rity, and to facilitate a base for a subsequent phase 
of etiologic investigation. For this study, following a 
protocol previously established, a written survey and 
a video-survey were given to children aged 13 and 
14, anda written survey to the parents of the children 
aged 6 and 7. All the surveys were performed during 
the school year 1993-1994, A total of 8,087 surveys 
were conducted in 53 schools from Pamplona and 
neighbouring towns. Among the group of children 
aged 13 and 14, 5.3% had a crisis in the study pe- 
riod, whereas 4.4% suffered from an acute attack. 
This prevalence was not as high in children aged 6 
and 7, for whom the percentages were 3.3% and 3.2, 
respectively. We found lower prevalences in the two 
groups in relation to other countries, and we atribute 
this result, on one hand to the accessibility to doctors 
in our area, and on the other hand, to eariy diagnosis 
of the disease by specialists, periodic control and sui- 
table etiologic treatment. 
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